Contact: Beth Silverman/Farrah Malik 
The Silverman Group, Inc. 
(312) 932-9950 
Beth@silvermangroupchicago.com 

For Immediate Release

FULCRUM POINT NEW MUSIC PROJECT CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY BY LAUNCHING THREE-SEASON SERIES OF GENRE-BUSTING CONCERT EVENTS, THEMED AROUND MOVIES, MYTHS AND MACHINES 
2008-09 SEASON LAUNCHES WITH SOUNDTRACKS IN NEW-ART MUSIC BENEFIT CONCERT FEATURING SIGNATURE SELECTIONS FROM ‘THERE WILL BE BLOOD,’ ‘PSYCHO,’ AND ‘THE PIANO,’ NOVEMBER 12, 2008; CONCERTS IN 2009 SHOWCASE MODERN MYTHS AND DADA MACHINATIONS 

Audiences Invited to Meet Artists at Complimentary Post-Concert Receptions!

September 2, 2008 - Under Founding Artistic Director Stephen Burns, Fulcrum Point New Music Project has led Chicago audiences on a sonic adventure since 1998, solidifying Fulcrum Point’s reputation as the city’s leader in new art music and inventive collaborations between classical music and popular culture. To celebrate its 10th Anniversary, Fulcrum Point will unveil its boldest programming yet: a three season series of genre-busting, premiere-packed concert events, themed around Movies (Fall concert), Myths (Winter) and Machines (Spring), beginning in 2008-09 and continuing through 2010-11. All concerts this season take place at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 East Randolph Drive, Chicago.

Fulcrum Point New Music Project‘s 10th Anniversary season launches with the Soundtracks in New-Art Music Benefit Concert,[image: image1.jpg]Dada Machinations




 featuring the World Premiere of a new version of "The Piano for Strings" from "The Piano," and the Midwest Premiere of compositions from the score of “There Will Be Blood,” by Radiohead’s Jonny Greenwood, plus an iconic selection from “Psycho” – all three accompanied by video excerpts from the films, Wednesday, November 12. Rounding out that program is Toru Takemitsu’s “Toward the Sea II” from the 1983 Greenpeace Save the Whales campaign. 

The season continues with Modern Myths which, through four dance and music Premieres, explores the world’s most primordial stories: the World Premiere dances, “Aries,” by Melissa Thodos set to Karlheinz Stockhausen’s haunting zodiac-inspired music, and “Vajrapani,” a solo dance work by Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya to Traditional Tantric Buddhist music; the American Premiere of “Hayagriva” by Delhi-born composer Param Vir; and the Chicago Premiere of “Sonnets to Orpheus,” Richard Danielpour’s sensuous song cycle, Tuesday, January 20. 

Finally, Dada Machinations will illuminate the early 20th century anarchic “Dada” art movement with the Midwest Premiere of George Antheil’s outrageous 1924 masterwork, “Ballet mécanique,” set to fill the Harris Theatre stage with eight synchronized Player pianos, three airplane propellers, and a slew of sirens and alarms. Also on the program are the Chicago Premieres of Jacob ter Veldhuis’ “Lipstick,” for flute and ‘boom-box’ and Robert Zuidam’s punk-inspired “Three Mechanisms;” and Larry Miller’s minimalist Fluxus-styled “Remote Music,” Tuesday, March 3. 

In celebration of its 10th Anniversary, each one-night-only Fulcrum Point concert will be followed by a complimentary wine and hors d’oeuvres reception for audience and artists to meet, mingle and spark conversation. 

Said Stephen Burns, “The essence of this three-year direction is a post-modernist exploration of how contemporary culture creates and destroys genres, deities, icons and myths through film, literature, ritual, and techno- centric social dynamics. Fulcrum Point’s programs embrace the multi-media, multi-tasking, multi-cultural richness of today’s international music scene. Our commitment is to present the entire spectrum of new art music, putting the audience at the nexus where art music and popular culture collide and sparks fly. By creating these cross- cultural presentations, we hope to reintegrate art into everyday contemporary life.”

Since its formation by trumpet virtuoso and conductor Stephen Burns in 1998 under the auspices of Performing Arts Chicago, the mission of Fulcrum Point New Music Project has been to champion new classical music and highlight contemporary composers who are inspired and influenced by popular culture, including literature, film, dance, folk, rock, jazz, blues, Latin and world music. Through multi-disciplinary concert performances and educational programs, the 21-member Fulcrum Point ensemble seeks to encourage audiences to make cross-cultural connections between new music, art, technology and literature, gaining greater insight into today’s diverse world. Burns, himself, has been acclaimed on four continents for his consistently and widely varied performances encompassing recitals, orchestral appearances, chamber ensemble engagements, and innovative multi-media presentations involving video, dance theatre, and sculpture. As Fulcrum Point’s Artistic Director, he is advised on programming by a distinguished Artistic Advisory Board including Wynton Marsalis, David Baker, John Corigliano, and Tania Leon as well as Fulcrum Point musicians and other colleagues. 

2008-09 Season Ticket Information
Single tickets for Fulcrum Point New Music Project’s 10th Anniversary Soundtracks in New-Art Music Benefit Concert, Wednesday, Nov. 12, are priced at $75 and $50, with student and senior tickets priced at $25. The net proceeds from this concert will fund Sound Tracks, Fulcrum Point’s innovative program that brings global and new music to Chicago Public Schools. The Sound Tracks project, designed to appeal to fourth- and fifth-graders, takes students around the world, mixing an introduction to world instruments with geography, architecture, visual art, cultural history and more.

Single tickets for the Modern Myths and Dada Machinations concerts, Tuesday, Jan. 20, and Tuesday, March 3, respectively, are priced at $30 each, with student and senior tickets priced at $15. 

Three-concert subscriptions are available for just $100 (a savings of $35 over single ticket prices). To order subscriptions or single tickets, please call 312-334-7777 or visit http://www.fulcrumpoint.org. Discounts are available for groups of 10 or more.
All ticket prices include a post-concert reception with the artists, featuring wines generously donated by Chicago-based Vin DiVino Ltd. Importers, and hors d’oeuvres. 
All Fulcrum Point New Music Project 10th Anniversary concerts take place at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 East Randolph Drive, Chicago. For directions and parking info, please visit: www.harristheaterchicago.org.

Fulcrum Point New Music Project programs are supported in part by: the Illinois Arts Council, a City Arts Program grant from the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, The Irving Harris Foundation, The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The Mayer and Morris Kaplan Family Foundation, Arts Work Fund of Chicago Community Trust, Polk Bros Foundation, The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, The Neisser Family Fund, Nerenberg Fund for the Future and the Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc. 

For more information on the Fulcrum Point New Music Project 10th Anniversary Season, please call (312) 726-3846 or visit http://www.fulcrumpoint.org.



SEASON SCHEDULE
FULCRUM POINT NEW MUSIC PROJECT- 2008-09 SEASON

Soundtracks in New-Art Music, Wednesday, November 12, 2008, at 7:30 p.m.
Bernard Herrmann Psycho Narrative from Psycho (1960)
Jonny Greenwood Popcorn Superhet Receiver from There Will Be Blood (2007) *Midwest Premiere
Toru Takemitsu Toward the Sea II from the Greenpeace “Save the Whales” campaign (1983) 
Michael Nyman The Piano For Strings from The Piano (1992) * World Premiere
Featured Artists: Mary Stolper, flute; Kara Bershad, harp; Lori Kaufman, piano


Modern Myths, Tuesday, January 20, 2009, 7:30 p.m.
Karlheinz Stockhausen Aries (1977) *World Premiere dance by Thodos Dance Chicago (2009)
Richard Danielpour Sonnet to Orpheus (1994) * Chicago Premiere 
Traditional Tantric Buddhist music Vajrapani (2009) *World Premiere dance by Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya 
Param Vir Hayagriva (2005) *American Premiere
Featured Artists: Thodos Dance Chicago; Stephen Burns, trumpet/electronics; Mary Mackenzie, soprano; and Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya, Nepalese dance

Dada Machinations, Tuesday, March 3, 2009, 7:30 p.m.
Robert Zuidam Three Mechanisms (1991) *Chicago Premiere
Jacob ter Veldhuis Lipstick (1998) *Chicago Premiere 
Larry Miller Remote Music (1976)
George Antheil Ballet mécanique (1924) *Midwest Premiere of original version 
Hanna Higgins and the UIC Fluxus Ensemble will stage performance pieces throughout the Harris Theater before the concert. 
Featured Artists: Mary Stolper, flute/alto flute and boom box; Kuang-Hao Huang, pianist; Lori Kaufman, pianist; and Hannah Higgins and the UIC Fluxus Ensemble. Story & Clark Player Pianos courtesy of QRS Music. 
 
