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FULCRUM POINT NEW MUSIC PROJECT PRESENTS TRIO 
OF CONCERT EVENTS FOR ‘CULTURAL ADVENTURERS’ THIS FALL:
 
· 12TH ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT AT THORNE AUDITORIUM, SEPT. 22 
· ‘MOTOWN METAL’ AT HARRIS THEATER, OCT. 27
· FREE LIVE MUSIC VIDEO PROGRAM AT CLAUDIA CASSIDY THEATER, NOV. 5
 

September 7, 2010 -- Fulcrum Point New Music Project, the city’s leader in new art music and inventive collaborations between classical music and popular culture, will present a trio of concert events aimed at Chicago’s “cultural adventurers” this Fall, launching with a 12th Anniversary Benefit Concert of signature works, at the Northwestern University of Law Thorne Auditorium, Wednesday, September 22; a dynamic “Motown Metal” concert, inspired by the sounds of Motown and Led Zeppelin, at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, Wednesday, October 27; and “Holding Fast with Jacob TV,” a free concert featuring short-form videos with live accompaniment, at the Claudia Cassidy Theater, Friday, November 5. 

“Fulcrum Point programs are aesthetic adventures in which the latest sounds, visuals, and cultural content from around the world are performed by Chicago's most brilliant artists. If you are intrigued by the new, the exotic, or the outrageous, then take the journey with us. We'll explore the nexus of innovative art music, dynamic multi-media, and rich expressions of global cultures,”offered Stephen Burns, Fulcrum Point New Music Founder and Artistic Director. 

The Fulcrum Point 2010 Fall season begins with a 12th Anniversary Benefit Concert featuring a sampling of signature works, at the Northwestern University of Law Thorne Auditorium, 375 E. Chicago Avenue, Wednesday, September 22, at 7:30 p.m.  The program will preview two works to be performed on Fulcrum Point’s upcoming 2010-2011 season, including Metal (2000), composed by Alarm Will Sound new music ensemble member Stefan Freund, to be performed by the Fulcrum Point brass quintet as part of Fulcrum Point’s “Motown Metal” concert in October. Metal has been described by Freund as referring not only to the material of the instruments but also to the pop-rock influence that pervades the work. Also previewing will be Shunt (1999), a work for solo piano with electronics performed by Fulcrum Point’s 2010-11 composer-in-residence Chicago pianist/composer Mischa Zupko. Shunt portrays the live instrument as a kind of springboard for the entrance of each new taped layer of piano recording, and Zupko makes his Fulcrum Point debut performing Shunt. Other works on the program from the Fulcrum Point repertoire include Franz Schubert (2005) and Try to Believe (2005) by recent Music Alive! composer-in-residence Randall Woolf; Law Wing-fai’s Yi Zhi Shan (1996), a work for Pipa, featuring Sound Tracks teaching artist, Pipa virtuoso Yang Wei, and Thodos Dance Chicago member Mollie Mock; Steve Reich's Nagoya Marimbas (1994); and Elizabeth Brown’s Arcana (2004). 
12TH Anniversary Benefit Tickets:  VIP tickets, including a pre-concert reception, are priced at $100 ($75/students & seniors); concert-only tickets are priced at $50 ($30/students & seniors).  All tickets are available by visiting www.fulcrumpoint.org or calling 312-726-3846.  The net proceeds of this concert will benefit Sound Tracks: Exploring the Global Cultures through World & New Music, Fulcrum Point’s innovative program that brings global music to Chicago Public Schools.

As composer-in-residence, Mischa Zupko will be a teaching artist in Fulcrum Point’s Sound Tracks educational program, leading public discussions about the composition process, and participating in open rehearsals, seminars, and coaching. His music will be featured on several programs including the World Premiere of a special commission for trumpet and organ on March 13, 2011.
Fulcrum Point New Music Project’s Fall programming continues with “Motown Metal,” at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph Drive, Wednesday, October 27, at 7 p.m.  Inspired by the sounds of Motown and Led Zeppelin, this one-time event showcases the best of Chicago’s brass, percussion, and electronics.  Works include the title selection, Michael Daugherty’s Motown Metal (1994), inspired by the sounds and rhythms of industrial Detroit: city of automobile clamor and the sixties Motown sound. This work highlights instruments made only of metal: horns, trumpets, trombones, tuba, vibraphone, glockenspiel, triangle, cymbal, gong, anvil, and brake drum, while David Lang’s The Anvil Chorus (1991) is a solo percussion piece in which the "melody" is played on resonant junk metals of the percussionist's choosing.  Also on the program is the Chicago Premiere of Yan Maresz’ Metallics for trumpet & surround-sound electronics (1995), an abstract exploration of the acoustical properties of metal through the sounds of a solo trumpet and electronics; Stefan Freund’s Metal; and Out of Black Dust (2007) by Mark Anthony Turnage, a work for ten brass players doubling on percussion, and an abstract deconstruction of the jagged rhythms and power chords found in the iconic Zeppelin song “Black Dog.” The work received its American Premiere here in a Music Now performance guest conducted by Stephen Burns.   
 “Motown Metal” tickets are priced at $20 each ($15/students & seniors), and all tickets include post-concert “sliders & suds” with the artists.  To order tickets, please call 312-334-7777 or visit www.harristheaterchicago.org. Discount tickets are available for groups of 10 or more. 
Fulcrum Point presents its third Fall concert event – a free multi-media presentation entitled “Holding Fast with Jacob TV: New Art Music with Video” – at the Claudia Cassidy Theater of the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph, 2nd floor, Friday, November 5, from 6-7pm.   This event will feature music from four award-winning composers – Jacob TV, Yan Maresz, Randy Woolf, and Mischa Zupko – accompanied by outrageous short videos and exquisite images.  Zupko will lead a post-concert discussion. 
Holding Fast with Jacob TV tickets are free and available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Since its formation by trumpet virtuoso and conductor Stephen Burns in 1998 under the auspices of Performing Arts Chicago, the mission of Fulcrum Point New Music Project has been to champion new classical music and highlight contemporary composers who are inspired and influenced by popular culture, including literature, film, dance, folk, rock, jazz, blues, Latin and world music.  Through multi-disciplinary concert performances and educational programs, the 20-member Fulcrum Point ensemble seeks to encourage audiences to make cross-cultural connections between new music, art, technology and literature, gaining greater insight into today’s diverse world.  
Burns, himself, has been acclaimed on four continents for his consistently and widely varied performances encompassing recitals, orchestral appearances, chamber ensemble engagements, and innovative multi-media presentations involving video, dance theatre, and sculpture.  As Fulcrum Point’s Artistic Director, he is advised on programming by a distinguished Artistic Advisory Board including Wynton Marsalis, David Baker, John Corigliano, and Tania Leon as well as Fulcrum Point musicians and other colleagues. 
A portion of the proceeds from all ticket sales fund Sound Tracks, Fulcrum Point’s innovative program that brings global and new music to Chicago Public Schools.  The Sound Tracks project, designed to appeal to fourth- and fifth-graders, takes students around the world, mixing an introduction to world instruments with geography, architecture, visual art, cultural history and more. 
Fulcrum Point New Music Project programs are supported in part by: the Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc., Arts Work Fund of the Chicago Community Trust, CityArts 2 Grant from the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, Harris Theater for Music and Dance, the Irving Harris Foundation, Illinois Arts Council, JNL Graphic Design, Jordan & Jean Nerenberg Family Foundation, the MAP Fund, National Endowment for the Arts, Neisser Family fund, the Polk Brothers Foundation, the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The Seneca and the Zuckerman Family Foundation.
For more information on the Fulcrum Point New Music Project 2010 Fall programming, please call (312) 726-3846 or visit www.fulcrumpoint.org.
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