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COMMEMORATE NEW PRESIDENT WITH NEW MUSIC:
FULCRUM POINT NEW MUSIC PROJECT SHOWCASES MODERN MYTHS      FROM AROUND THE WORLD WITH PREMIERE-PACKED PROGRAM OF MUSIC AND DANCE  
INAUGURATION NIGHT CONCERT AT HARRIS THEATER, TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009 
December 29, 2008 – Fulcrum Point New Music Project continues its 10th Anniversary season with Modern Myths, a dynamic mixed program harnessing music, literature and dance to delve into mythologies from around the world,  at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph Drive, Tuesday, January 20, 2009, at 7:30 p.m.  Modern Myths will feature the World Premiere of choreographer Melissa Thodos’ Aries, set to Karlheinz Stockhausen’s haunting, zodiac-inspired music; the American debut of Delhi-born composer Param Vir’s Hayagriva, based on myths from sacred Indian and Tibetan literature; the Chicago debut of Vajrapani, Wielder of the Thunderbolt Scepter,  a solo performance piece by Tantric Buddhist dance master Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya; and, finally, fresh off the success of composer Richard Danielpour’s “Margaret Garner” at the Auditorium Theatre, the Chicago Premiere of his sensuous song cycle Sonnets to Orpheus, featuring guest artist, soprano Mary Mackenzie.  
The program begins with the World Premiere of Aries, a dance work by acclaimed Chicago choreographer Melissa Thodos set to Karlheinz Stockhausen’s 2007 score, Aries for trumpet and electronic music.  Accompanied by trumpet virtuoso (and Fulcrum Point Founder/Artistic Director) Stephen Burns, along with Stockhausen’s mesmerizing electronic music, Aries will be performed by 12 members of Thodos Dance Chicago, each representing a character of the zodiac.  Thodos Dance Chicago is a 17-year-old ensemble of well-rounded artists who teach, choreograph and perform contemporary dance.  In addition to the works of Ms. Thodos, the company regularly performs works by other renowned choreographers including Ann Reinking, Lar Lubovitch, Shapiro & Smith, Ron De Jesus, and Amy Ernst.  A musical pioneer, Karlheinz Stockhausen (1928-2007) wrote more than 300 works in various genres from opera and orchestral pieces to electronic music and complex compositions where performers, producers, helicopters, recording equipment, and audiences all together become his instruments.  This 15-minute piece is part of a larger musical composition entitled Sirius based on melodies from Tiekries (German for zodiac).  
Following will be the Chicago Premiere of composer Richard Danielpour’s 1991 six-movement song cycle, Sonnets to Orpheus (Book I), featuring guest vocalist, soprano Mary Mackenzie accompanied by a ten-piece Fulcrum Point chamber ensemble.  The early 20th century Sonnets to Orpheus by German language poet Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) in its complete form is a two-part set of 55 poems; six will be performed in this romantic and evocative 30-minute program. The New York-based Danielpour, whose compositions combine elements of his Persian roots with the influence of American jazz, has become one of the most sought-after – and honored - composers of his generation.  His first opera “Margaret Garner” (written in collaboration with Nobel Laureate librettist Toni Morrison) achieved critical acclaim upon its premiere in May 2005 and was recently performed at Chicago’s Auditorium Theatre.  Also New York-based, Mackenzie has worked closely with Danielpour, frequently performing his works including Sonnets to Orpheus, and she has won praise for her “extraordinary musicianship and fearless interpretation of contemporary music.” 

The concert continues with the Chicago Premiere of the dance piece, Vajrapani, Wielder of the Thunderbolt Scepter, by Tantric Buddhist Dance Master Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya.  This 10-minute solo performance piece, a traditional Nepalese tantric dance, is an invocation to Buddhism’s fearsome warrior-protector, the mythical Vajrapani. The score for this dance ritual is a layering of chant and percussion effects from drums, chimes and cymbals creating a cathartic, whirling “blizzard.” Vajracharya is considered the foremost living master and premier solo performer of the tradition technically known as Charya Nritya, which means "dance as a spiritual discipline." This sacred dance form is one of the religious arts of the Buddhist priests of the Kathmandu Valley, who perform it as part of their esoteric meditation practices, rituals, and celebrations.  Vajracharya founded Dance Mandal: Foundation for the Preservation of the Sacred Arts of Nepal in Kathmandu in 1996. Four years later, he moved to Portland and undertook the challenge of transplanting and transmitting his highly stylized ritual dance form in a Western context. 
Completing the Modern Myths program will be the American Premiere of Hayagriva by Delhi-born, London-based composer, Param Vir.  The 15-minute Hayagriva depicts the horse-headed being known in Indian and Tibetan sacred literature and art as an incarnation of Vishnu, associated with knowledge and wisdom. The work for chamber orchestra had its World Premiere in Amsterdam in 2005 as a commission by the Schönberg Ensemble. Vir’s compositional output includes works in several genres including chamber music, symphonic music and opera/musical theater. Of local interest, Vir was commissioned by the BBC Symphony Orchestra to write a score based on Anish Kapoor’s popular sculpture Cloud Gate (The Bean) found in Chicago’s Millennium Park.  Between Earth and Sky was premiered by the BBC Symphony Orchestra on November 24th 2006 at Hammersmith Town Hall to much acclaim. Vir will be in Chicago for the Premiere of Hayagriva. 
Following the concert, Fulcrum Point will host a complimentary wine & cheese reception - featuring wines generously sponsored by Chicago-based Vin DiVino Ltd. Importers – for audience and artists to meet, mingle and spark conversation.      
The 2008-09 season concludes with Dada Machinations, a program of music made and inspired by machines, Tuesday, March 3, 2009. The Midwest premiere of the original score to Ballet mécanique for 16 player pianos, 3 airplane propellers, 3 sirens, 2 grand pianos, 4 xylophones and bass drums will share the stage with music by Fluxus artist Larry Miller and Dutch composers Jacob TV and Rob Zuidam. In addition, the UIC Fluxus Ensemble will animate the Harris Theater with provoking performance art.
Since its formation by trumpet virtuoso and conductor Stephen Burns in 1998 under the auspices of Performing Arts Chicago, the mission of Fulcrum Point New Music Project has been to champion new classical music and highlight contemporary composers who are inspired and influenced by popular culture, including literature, film, dance, folk, rock, jazz, blues, Latin and world music.  Through multi-disciplinary concert performances and educational programs, the Fulcrum Point ensemble seeks to encourage audiences to make cross-cultural connections between new music, art, technology and literature, gaining greater insight into today’s diverse world.  Burns, himself, has been acclaimed on four continents for his widely varied performances encompassing recitals, orchestral appearances, chamber ensemble engagements, and innovative multi-media presentations involving video, dance theatre, and sculpture.  
Single tickets for Fulcrum Point New Music Project’s Modern Myths concert at the Harris Theater, January 20, 2009, are priced at $30, with student and senior tickets priced at $15.  Tickets are available by calling 312-334-7777, visiting the Harris Theater box office (205 E. Randolph Drive) or on line at www.harristheaterchicago.org. Discounts are available for groups of 10 or more.   
All Fulcrum Point New Music Project 10th Anniversary concerts take place at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 East Randolph Drive, Chicago.  For directions and parking info, please visit: www.harristheaterchicago.org.

Fulcrum Point New Music Project programs are supported in part by: the Illinois Arts Council, a City Arts Program grant from the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, The Irving Harris Foundation, The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The Mayer and Morris Kaplan Family Foundation, Arts Work Fund of Chicago Community Trust, Polk Bros Foundation, JPMorgan Chase & Co., The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, The Neisser Family Fund, Nerenberg Fund for the Future, the Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc., and the Zuckerman Family Foundation. For more information on the Fulcrum Point New Music Project 10th Anniversary Season, please call (312) 726-3846 or visit www.fulcrumpoint.org.   
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